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AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF 14 MEMBERS OF CONGRESS 
TO PARTICIPATE IN A PUBLIC DISCUSSION OF PROBLEMS OF 
COMMON INTEREST WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CON- 
SULTATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE 


OcTopertl (legislative day, Ocroper 1), 1951.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Harvey, from the Committee on Rules and Administration; 
7 © < submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany S. Res. 215 and 8. Con. Res. 36] 


The Committee on Rules and Administration, to whom was referred 
the resolution (S. Res. 215) to appoint a committee to discuss prob- 
lems of common interest with the Consultative Assembly of the Coun- 
cil of Europe, and the concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 36) authar- 
izing the appointment of 14 Members of Congress for a ike purpose, 
having considered the same, report favorably thereon, the former 
with an amendment and the latter without further amendment, and 
recommend that they be agreed to by the Senate. 

These resolutions are identical in purpose and differ only in respect 
to the complement of the group to attend the assembly. Senate 
Resolution 215, as amended, provides for the appointment of seven 
Members of the Senate, not more than four of whom are to be from 
the same political party, to meet and discuss, at one public meeting, 
problems of common interest with the representatives appointed by 
the Consultative Assembly of the Council of Europe. Senate Con- 
current Resolution 36 provides for a joint group of 14 Members from 
the Congress for the same purpose. 

Your committee is reporting both measures so that in the event 
the House of Representatives fails to take action on the concurrent 
resolution the Members of the Senate may nevertheless be appointed 
by authority of the simple resolution. 

The House Committee on Foreign Affairs is authorized to use and 
has funds for travel in connection with foreign conferences of this 
nature. By reporting these two resolutions the Senate can, therefore, 
guarantee participation by its Members in the coming conference 





2 AUTHORIZE APPOINTMENT OF 14 MEMBERS OF CONGRESS 
without reference to any indication of lack of interest in it on the part 
of the House. 

In order to make the measures coincide the language pertaining to 
the make-up of the group to attend this assembly, your committee has 
amended Senate Resolution 215 in the following manner: 

Page 2, line 2, after the word ‘‘Senate’’ and before the word ‘‘to”’, 
insert a comma and the words “not more than four of whom shall be 
of the same political party,”’. 

These resolutions respond to an invitation extended by the Council 
of Europe on May 12,,.1951, asking that a joint meeting between 
Members of the United States Congress and the Council of Europe be 
held in November at Strasbourg, France. 

The Council of Europe has two organs: (1) The Committee of 
Ministers, composed of the Foreign Ministers of the members, is the 
executive body and takes action (either on its own initiative or on the 
recommendation of the Consultative Assembly) to further the aims 
of the Council. It can pass on to member governments for considera- 
tion recommendations and request these governments to report 
back on action taken. 

(2) The Consultative Assembly is the deliberative organ of the 
Council. It is composed of 125 members drawn from the parlia- 
ments of the members in accordance with a set ratio. The four 
major powers, the United Kingdom, France, Italy, and Germany 
have 18 representatives each, the smaller powers from 3 to 8 each. 
The statute of the Council of Europe originally limited the functions 
of the Consultative Assembly to an agenda determined by the Com- 
mittee of Ministers. 

The next meeting of the Consultative Assembly is planned after 
its proposed session with the Members of the United States Congress. 

Acceptance of the extended invitation and meetings with the 
Council of Europe by our legislative representatives will in no way 
commit or obligate the United States Congress on any matters of 
foreign policy. Response to the invitation is to be taken only in the 
spirit of friendly interest by this Nation in the work that is now going 
on in the Council of Europe, and to broaden the understanding which 
now exists between the United States and Western Europe on our 
mutual problems and interests. 








